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Ksirasvatni1 alludes to it as has been pointed out above. Already ample evidence
has been adduced to show that the poeit in the course of the conquest oc
his hero is describing the frontiers of India and that with regard to his limits
of the north-west he is perfectly borne out by foreign geographers. Prof. S.
Krishnaswami Aiyangar has come to the same conclusion. He observes, "This
itinerary of Raghu seems to mark the outer boundary in the west and north-
west of India from the Achaemenian times onwards almost up to the middle
of the _^rd century A. D,, if not even up to the time of Yuan Chwang (Huen
Tsiangj."2

Kambojas

Those next encountered after the Hunas were naturally an adjacent people.
And since the Hunas were settled in the Oxus valley and because Kalidasa does
not speak of a return, surely the land of the Kambojas cannot lie in the north-
western part of Afghanistan. We must seek their habitat elsewhere. Here
we come across a very important piece of information which directly locates the
Kambojas and additionally lends support to our indentification of the Parasikas
and the Hunas. After vanquishing the Kambojas after the Hunas, Raghu is said
to have ascended the Himalayas.3 It is significant thot it is now at this stage
of Raghu' s conquest that the great mountain range is encountered. Thus the
conqueror must have taken such a route as would have kept him off the Hima-
layas. Ajid if he went via Persia and Afghanistan then alone he could have
avoided them. Here we must remember that the Persian and the Huna empires
were co-terminous and the Indian frontier touched both. Afghanistan was mostly
within India and was partly included in the Persian empire. The Persian and
the Huna empires were constantly waging war against each other. One such war
at about the time, of Kalidasa had turned the fortune in favour of the Persians
when Behramgour (Behram V) defeated the Hunas in A. D. 425 and fixed the
Oxus as the boundary between the possessions of the two. Thus naturally Raghu
after defeating the Persians in their own land crossed to the country of the
Hunas in the valley of the Oxus which lay slightly to the north-west of Kashmir
and thus it was that the conqueror found himself in the north and north-west of
the Himalayas without having crossed them. But in a homeward journey leadnig
to the Indian countries of the north-east he had to cross the great mountain
range somewhere. And since the Kambojas were defeated before the Himalayas
were crossed back, they must be located somewhere beyond the latter but not in
Afghanistan for the reason noted above. Here is another fact to be remarked.
It is that if Raghu had ascended the Himalayas from their southern side,
without doubt, in that case he would have descended in the land to the south or
the south-west of Chinese Turkistan !

The probability of the habitat of the Kambojas lying in the north-eastern

1 Vide the KsJrasvdm, p. no quoted above.

2 The Huna Problem in Indian History, I. A^ 1919, p. 69,

3                                                             * IV. 71.

Kambojas were vanquished in verses 69-70, Ibid,